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Editorial: Stuntmanahip in no substitute for s tatssmantihio , 



Th eir Pal in the tfhlta douse 

In quick auecossien, Nixon, around the terra of the year, released two top 
mobsters from federal prisons: Jimmy Eoffa and Mickey Cohen, Just in time to shatter the 
pioua fiction that this clemency wa3 prompted by humanitarian reasons or a ssnse of 
jus-doe, a book has corns out that throws a dasaling light on the long, close and cosy 
relationship between organised crime and That ran in the White house. The book,, simply 
titled "i,ansky% was written by Hank hsaoick and puhlisaed by Berkley Publishing Corpo- 
ra ion, aa afiiliate of G.P.Rrteua’s Sons. It is a real shocker ~ not because it documents 
“** well-known fact that "The Kob Kuna America and Lansky Huns the Mob, ’• as the publisher's 
blurb puts it, but because it reveals for the first time the full extent of fiichard Kison 1 # 
involvement with gan&sterdoro o a fs\i evotes arc in order . 

"IHoyer) Lansky first hoard of young Richaixi Mzon in 1340, .-it Duke University 
whers he- studied law, Mixon was something cf an introvert,, He read love stories instead 
of dating girls and dreamed of becoming an FBI agent. When J„ Edgar Hoover turned down his • 
application, he opened r. law practice in shiftier, California, a suburb of Los nageles, 
and was namad police prosocuter. Buggy Sisgsl (a top henchman of' Lansky* s who, after cue- 
mittlng countless murders, kk:: rubbed out himself in 1947 - J.J.) had ids headquarters 
in Los Angeles and had a keen interact in all things relating to crime, police,' and courts. 
In 1940 nixon married, cut his restlesaneas grew, according -to ids bio«rrapher, Earl f,azo, 
“during a brief trip to Cube. he spent a hit of nis vacation time exploring the pogoibili- 
ties of establishing lay or business connections in Havana, * 

J,iio circumstances can ho dismissed p.g a coincidence. The foot that Lansky 0 s 
partner bossed crime in California and that in Cuba Laanky himself sat at the right hand 
of Batista may mean nothing, let whittier is n long way from Havana far c young lawyer 
in search of new connections. In any sago, with the war approaching, tners ma little 
opportunity for either Kiron or Lansky in Havana, But. people had their ayes on the young 
Inner. oeiore th& ?**»• (>-irf„g La k&s tapped to run for n ' - *■ ■ * 
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I cannot deal, in this limited space, with all the incriminating facts and circum- 
stances involving idxon which Hank Kessick has dug up and lays on tne line in his book, 
nor can I quote from it as extensively as I should lire to- One of the most interesting 
points the author makes concerns the long and cordial association between idxon, the 
Republican, and Senator George Sinathers of Florida, nominally a Democrat- aaatners, one 
of the most unscrupulous wheeler-dealers ever to disgrace the Senate, is notorious, 
among otner things, for his shady business deals with gob by Baker, LBJ’a favorite crook- 
(.as birds of a feather flock together, it is no wonder tnat Idxon is al so a great per- 
sonal friend of LEJ, across nominal party lines). 



"hixon became cnumay with sma tilers even before being elected to the Senate," 
Mecsick writes,-- "Upon winning election, idxon went to Florida for a vacation- To make 
sure he haa a good time, Sma thorn turned nim over to Charles (I- •Bebe* He bo so, a some- 
what mysterious figure who had mads ids fortune recapping tires during tne war and in- 
vested it in real estate- Nixon had served as an attorney in tne tire— rationing section 
ot the Otiice of Price administration before joining the Navy ^ curious coincidence, 
isn't it? - Jo Jo ), dong witn asathers, they eventually entered into several profitable 
business deals- In time, Hebozo became Dixon’s closest confidant, and vacation xrips 
to Miami and tha Caribbean became frequent, ” 



The hour lor which Lansky waited came at last in November, 1963, witn the election 
o President .axon, " {fossick writes elsewnere, It was, indeed, a great moment for the 
assorted crooks and mobsters that make up ths Rational Grim® Syndicate, On® notorious 
stock swindler, Louis ii, wolf son, _ under indictment in how fork, when advised his case 
could be fixed with Mixon for a 8 20,000 contribution to tn® Republican National Committee, 
promptly wrote out the check- It ho immaterial that th« "adviser" in this case was a 
conman "who, just as promptly, blew it all on ills current girlfriend.," rfhat matters is 
that a smart fellow like Volf sen believed his cash could be fixed with Nixon, 



After disposing of Jolt son, U«»» attorney Robert Morgan than in hew fork went 
after several distinguished board members of the Lansky Group, "He was becoming some- 
ttong cf a problem (to the gangsters -J,J«J ,: as Kessick. puts it, .*nd than he goes on 
to say; "The Nixon administration took car® of tha problem- Korgsnthe.u, despite being 
recommended by a special Republican task fore® as the best prosecutor in tha nation, 
was abruptly fired by attorney Gensral John Hitchsll, „ 0 " 

That's law and order for you, Nixon style® 

READER’ G FORUM 

From !'.r n «..,L, Thomas, Liverpool, England: 



"Dear Vi\ Joasten, 

Vi th reiorenco tc the quote from ay letter which aopeared 
m TL, vol, iy, No, 10, I had in mind when writing the note statements made in* recent 
years cy American critics to the. effect that the world outside Uis U»S, knows the train 
a out -he cssassina doa of « irC® 'ihis Belief is obviously erroneous, but what 1 really 
meant was that in Britain ws sees to be even worse off than other Europeans, as there 
has apparently been considerable doubt cast on the official •truth’ 1 on the Continent, 
whereas we have beou consistently 
reports have been rather sporadic 
8til_ sseta to believe in the Osvn'j 
different from the American gituai 
in the lonowassasain theory « net 
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H ow Garrison Was Framed (ctd, ) 
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Before going into the details of tils scheme devised by trie Nixon Maladministration 
fox' the purpose of discrediting and possibly eliminating from public life the man who 
has come closest to rsvsaling the true facts of the Kennedy assassination (which was es- 
sential to the eventual ascent of nixon to the iihitz douse ) » lot me remind my readers 
that the Government's case against uarrison rests solely on the testimony of Pershing 
Garvain who has been exposed by a paper as hostile to the i/A as tne Rsw Orleans Stats su- 
ites is as a crook and consian of this first water. The principal ingredient of a frameup, 
to wit perjured testimony by a malleable "witness' 1 was there, tnen, from the start,, 

it ia worthy of note that the 1.13-page affidavit by rioyd n, Koore, chief of the 
Intelligence Division of tns Louisiana IKS District, which forma the basis of tne charges 
against Garrison, includes the name of Pershing Garvais in a list of individuals "who 
have been and are engaged in illegal gambling businesses ia the State of Louisiana* " 
Elsewhere in tne same document it is stated tuat Gorvais, os» sides operating a number of 
bars and lounges in lie;; Orleans, "has also owned and operated bally in-line gambling 
type pinball machines and has placed such gambling devices in public planes for use by 
the general public., ” la other words, Gervaic himself is a notorious gambler who has been 
up to his ears in illicit business, Ms got caught and wriggled out of ilia predicament 
by becoming a "cooperative witness" - against a alone and generous friend* it's a classic 
pattern of deceit, betrayal end framsup. 

On June 24, 1363, Hoars met with Cerv.sis and enlisted bis help .allegedly 'to 
assist the Internal Hevenue Service in the investigation of violations of federal law, " 
but in reality for the purpose of procuring falsa evidence against Garrison, .-;.n IBS 
agent named arlie G» Puck., tt was assigned by Kaoro to work with Gervais on this noble 
task. On July 21, 197C, Gerrais was introduced by moors and Puckett to John Wail, "at- 
tomey-in-chargs of the Justice £.• partraent* a Organized Crime Strike Force in New Orleans, " 



Evidently Hell-coached by tbit time, Csmis at that meetivn 
on Aug, 31,1970, told hi a official sponsors all they wanted to hoar, 
to the Moore Affidavit, "that tka relationship between Garrison and 



and again at another 
he stated, according 
■!'3 pinball dealers 



began in the year 1963. when vh* pinball dealers gave Garrison # 10,000 during his cam 
paign for the office of district attorney for Orleans Parish," heedless to say., not a 
shadow of proof for this libel vhb offered or asked by anyone at tne use ting. 



Then be declared that hi. imd been since' 1962 the conduit, through one John Aiuns 
Gallery, • for payoffs from pinball machine dealers to Jia Garrison, and that these ranged 
from f, 2,700 to /> 4,400 bi-monihl •/-, he sail that as a rule he retained $ 700 from sack 
bimonthly payoff and passed tns balance on to Garrison? on a f, 4,400 payoff he allegedly 
retained ft 3,400, pasting off ,‘i 3,CC0 to the D.-i, 
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that could bn used against Garrison as a trial. This "avidssv.sk' was to con 
elements: (: i) tang • record .ijcgrx, which c an of course be nauipulatcu, sad car 
in this cassi and "’shari od bills, which create a presumption of guilt, thuugi 
indicate for what purr.ose a npacifin payrasiti •. . is been made. 
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Ij ey Lj.ffht.on the Roborf. Kenned y Murder Fraud ( ctd., ) 



Going back now to the key question as to whether or not Sirhan could have killed 
Senator Kennedy, the answer hinges on two factors: 

(aj What was the distance from which the fatal bullet was fired into Kennedy's head? 
and (. b) What was the direction of tnat snot? 

i’)ro Noguchi, in his testimony to the Grand Jury, hedged a bit at first when asked 
by Deputy District attorney John W» Kinar (Transcript, p. ? 27 ): 

"Doctor, from the tattoing that you described on the edge of the ear as to bullet 
wound Number 1 , do you have any opinion as to wnat might have been the distance from 
which that bullat was fired?" 

a, "Teg, I do have an opinion, sir," 

Q., "And what is your opinion. Doctor'?" 

A, "May 1 - before I would express ray opinion, I would like to qualify myself that 
tms area may be area called criminalistic or firearm identification, "and without 
having an opportunity to test the suspected firearm, using similar cartridge and 
bullet, and it will bo very difficult for forensic expert to express in a 
distance by how many inches ‘.sic)., " 

"however, the position of the tattoing and the powder cn the edge of the rignt 
ear indicate tnat guns Slot wound was inflicted, and X would say that the muzzle 
distance was a ~ very, very clone, " 

Q, "Do you believe this was a contact wound, that is, the muzzle was actually up 
against the body of Senator Kennedy?’’ 

A * 1,1 would iik# t0 stud y further, since there are - continuous examination must 
be conducted because the surgeon had removed . the fragments of the skull, .which 
may contain the powder, nowever 

Q " " let l3( ' put u thi s <»n you give - do you have an opinion as to the maximum 
distance the gun could nave been from the Senator and a till have left powder 
burns? how is that? Can you give us an opinion on truly" 

a, "Well, yes, i think so. 1 can express an opinion, allowing a variation, 1 don't 
think at will be more than two or three inches from the sags cf the right ear." 

The doctor's hesitation is understandable-. Undoubtedly ho was already aware at 
tl,at llls scientific conclusion that the gun was hold to Kennedy* a head at almost 
contact distance would conflict irreconcilably with the fact - establinliad bv zfil the 
eyewitnesses closest to the Sana»r t as tw shall see - that ELrhan never " mi Josar to 
nennedy than throe feet, 

(subsequently, a series of test firings were conducted on Tune H, 1968, winch 
are described in detail on pp„ 39-4U of the autopsy report, sox- soma reason, which ia 
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■rne final ®fe*^±cs paragraph of this chapter roads as follows: 

*, tc be continued in the a-: • t issue) 




